
From gravel and iron 
to sponge cities

Near Stuttgart’s city centre lies a large 
ungrown area, used for decades for railway 
tracks and repair workshops. The area has 
the potential to become a “sponge city” in 
response to climate change and declining 
groundwater levels, but its industrial past left 
the soil contaminated.

This is where the RAINBOW project comes 
in, ensuring strict groundwater protection 
requirements are met as the area takes 
shape, allowing the Rosenstein quarter 
to become a lively community for 10 000 
residents, with schools, sports and play areas, 
and numerous green spaces.
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